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Jerry OôSullivan has been widely 

hailed as America's premier uilleann piper. 
His reputation for technical and melodic 
mastery of the instrument, an Irish bagpipe 
known for its subtlety and expression, is un-
surpassed in the United States, and is de-
manding considerable attention overseas. 
Jerry is also widely recorded on the tin whis-
tle, the low whistle, the Highland bagpipes, 
and the Scottish smallpipes. 

Chris Norman ôs influential work as 
performer, composer, recording artist, teach-
er and flutemaker has earned him worldwide 
recognition. His distinctive flute playing has 
appeared on more than 40 recordings and 
can be heard featured on numerous Holly-
wood soundtracks. Chris is founder and direc-
tor of the Boxwood Festivals and Workshops 
taking place for the past 23 years in Canada, 
New Zealand, Australia and the USA, inspir-
ing thousands of musicians of all ages. As a 
flute maker, he brings to bear a discernment 

forged over a 30-year career to make world-class flutes for tradition-
al, baroque, and renaissance music. 

Dick Hensold is the leading Northumbrian smallpiper in North 

America, and for the past 20 years has performed and taught in Eng-
land, Scotland, Japan, Canada, and across the United States.  He 
has released numerous CDs as a member 
of the groups Piperôs Crow, Way Up North, 
and The New International Trio.  His solo 
Northumbrian smallpipes CD Big Music for 
Northumbrian Smallpipes was released in 
2007.  He is much in demand as accompa-
nist, studio musician and theater musician, 
and frequently composes new works based 
on the traditions of the Northumbrian pipes.  

Timothy Cummings, a native of 

East Tennessee, began piping at the age 
of 8. With advanced studies in composi-
tion, music theory and education, and pip-
ing, he has a rare grasp of arranging and 
composing music for the pipes.  He has 
competed with and arranged music for the 
New Zealand-based Manawatu Scottish 
Pipe Band, has been Artist-in-Residence 
at the College of Piping and Celtic Per-
forming Arts of Canada (PEI), and now 
resides in Vermont where he works as a 

teacher, arranger, composer, and performer of 
piping music. He publishes much of his work 
through Birchen Music & Publishing.  

Nicholas Hudson is is a professional 

musician and teacher, playing the smallpipes, 
border pipes, highland pipes and whistles, with 
a Music Performance degree from Carnegie-
Mellon University. He teaches piping full-time 
and has performed widely; but he loves most 
playing complex, long-form bagpipe music in 
front of small audiences of aficionados at pres-
tigious piping competitions with centuries-old 
history and tradition. He travels regularly to 
Scotland England, Canada, Brittany, France, 

and across the US and has won numerous 
awards. In addition to playing and teaching, 
he is the chair of the EUSPBA Music Board 
and a member of the EUSPBA Judges Panel. 

Iain Mac Harg, the son of one of the 

premier bagpipe builders in the world, has 
studied with many renowned pipers and has 
earned the title of EUSPBA 2001 Grade One 
Season Champion.  He has founded two 
Highland Pipe Bands in Vermont, played with 
several folk groups, made two solo recordings 
and published a collection of original tunes for 

http://www.jerryosullivan.com
http://www.chrisnorman.com
http://www.dickhensold.com
http://www.timothycummings.com
http://nicholashudson.net/
http://www.vtcelticarts.org/Vermont_Institute_of_Celtic_Arts/Iain_MacHarg.html
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the bagpipes.  After completing his Masters in Education, he went on 
to start the Vermont Institute of Piping where he has over 60 solo stu-
dents.  

Our host piper, Bob Mitchell is recog-

nized as a successful solo competitor in the 
US and Canada, Heôs worked for 20 years at 
the Maryland Renaissance Festival and has 
performed with a number of DC area bands 
including Iona and Jennifer Cuttingôs Ocean 
Orchestra. Although his greatest area of ex-
pertise is Highland piping, he also plays the 
Scottish smallpipes and border pipes. 

Pipemaker, Robert Felsburg makes 

beautiful sets of Scottish smallpipes in Pitts-
burg, PA. He provides several rental sets of 
pipes for our beginners class, and runs a maintenance clinic on Fri-
day, where pipers can come and get their instruments in good working 
order for the weekend.  He is often on hand during the entire weekend 
to help people keep their pipes in the best working order. 

Leslie Barr discovered French traditional music in the 1980s and 

has been traveling to France to learn and play ever since. Her focus 
has been the fiddle styles of the Massif Central, especially the bour-
rees of the Limousin. Lately she has been exploring the music of other 
regions as well, particularly Gascogne, Poitou, and the Alps. She has 
studied with several French master musicians, and has played for bals 
here and in France. At home in Washington D.C., Leslie is an elemen-
tary school music teacher. She also runs the Friday 
Night Contra Dancers' Dance Musicians Workshop.  

Weekend Schedule  

 Friday, January 18:  
 

       3-5PM Afternoon hand-on Classes (extra fee of $25) 
           Smallpipe Maintenance Clinic  
       8-11PM  Pipersõ Round Robin  
              An òOpen Mikeó / Show & Tell Introduction 
  followed by Sessions in the Student Center and about town. 
 

 Saturday, January 19 :  
 

      8-9:30 AM: Registration in the Student Center 
      10-12 Class 1 
      12-2PM Lunch Break  
            Catered lunch in Student Center, Private lessons available. 
      2-4PM Class 2 
      5-6PM Mini Classes & Tutorials 
      6-8PM Dinner Break 
      8-10:30PM Showcase Concert in Reynolds Hall  
           Followed by Jam Sessions in the student center until midnight 
 

 Sunday, January 20 : 
      

     10-12 Class 3 
     12-2 Lunch 
      2-4 Class 4  
      8PM Informal jam session for remaining students  
 

 Monday, January 21  

    10-12 Piobroch Class with Nick Hudson 
     12-2 Lunch 
      2-4 Master Class on Piobroch for Competing Pipers 
 
 

 

http://www.thereelpiper.com
https://www.thequietpiper.com/


Class 1 Saturday 10 -12 AM   
 

      Uilleann Pipe Foundations  (Jerry) 
Working to form the cornerstones of good piping, including ornamentation, 
rhythm, with basic and intermediate repertoire.  

      Flute Technique in Traditional Playing (Chris)  
We'll address some concepts of tone production, ergonomics, breathing, articu-
lation, and learning by ear. 

      Northumbrian Smallpipes Technique (Dick) 
       Integrating tunes, technique and musicianship 

      Irish Repertoire for Scottish Smallpipes (Nick)  
         Explore alternate techniques and improvisation with Irish Repertoire  

      Take me Home (Tim)  
       Explore traditional melodies and stylistic approaches to ñold timeò repertoire from 

West Virginia and  elsewhere in Appalachia.  

      French Peasant Tunes for Fun and Sport *(Iain) (G/D and C/G) 
      Squeeze the Bag! (bellows bagpipes for absolute beginners) (Bob) 

Class 2   Saturday 2 -4PM  

     Repertoire from the OõFarrell Collection (Jerry) 
Learn some 18th Century tunes from this historic collection, suitable for pipes,      
whistle, flute and fiddle.  

      Switch Hitters *(Chris) 
        Great tunes for flute and pipes from Scotland, Cape Breton, Ireland and beyond. 

       Thinking in Musical Patterns *(Dick) (F, C, Bb) 
          Musicians use musical patterns as an aid to improvisation, ear-playing, memori-

zation, and composition.  Understanding some basic musical patterns will also 
help with phrasing and interpretation.  

      Smallpipe Repertoire in G (Iain)  

      Practical Bagpipe Theory  (Nick)  

        Composing, tuning, arranging and accompanying. 

      Yecõhed Mat!  Dance Repertoire and Dances from Brittany (Tim)  

Class 3 Sunday 10 -12 AM  

     The Piping Tunes (Jerry)  
      Diving in to the uilleann pipe repertoire, we will learn what makes a good "piping 

version" of a tune.  

 Class Schedule  

     Traditional Flute Repertoire (Chris)  
 A variety of tunes from the Irish, Scottish, Cape Breton, French Canadian, and 
American repertoire with some discussion of how to bring them to life on the flute, 
and adapt your playing style to fit each tradition. 

      More Northumbrian Smallpipes Technique (Dick) 
       More Integrating tunes, technique and musicianship including everything you 

need to know about tuning of drones. 
     Scottish Tunes on the A smallpipes (Bob)   
       Expand your repertoire with classic tunes that are enjoyable and fun to play. 
     9/8 Slipjigs for Scottish Smallpipes (Iain) 
     Polyphony Party (Tim) 
       A participatory session dedicated to playing tunes and other arrangements that 

feature engaging, independent harmony parts.  

      Tour de France (Leslie) 
       Come learn some tunes from lesser-known regions of France - Gascony, Poitou 

and the Alps.  Not too complicated, but tons of fun to play.  

Class 4  Sunday 2 -4 PM  

     Ornamentation on the Uilleann Pipes (Jerry)  
Learn the basics of varying melody using ornamentation. Incorporating the use 
of silence, grace notes, and tone variance for the best results. 

     Come to the Dark Side  (Chris) 
 We'll explore some of the great airs and dance tunes in the flat keys, and discov-

er why the great flute players of the 18th & 19th c. preferred these modalities on 
the simple-system flute; the juice is worth the squeeze. Both keyed and keyless 
flutes are welcome.  

     The Subtle Art of Performing * (Dick) 
       A hands-on class on performing and how it affects your musical development. 
     Forgotten Gems: 19th Century Session Tunes (Nick) 
     What a Wonderful World (Tim)  
       Explore repertoire and stylistic approaches to tunes from beyond the British Isles 

Andro! * (Iain) 
The ultimate in French Dance Music. .   

* Classes most suitable for mixed-instruments. Others may be possible. 

Smallpipes classes are open to mouth-blown reel pipes if they have the cor-

rect bore and are tuned in A. 

Less skilled players are welcome to listen in all classes; to master what 

 Notes on the Classes  
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This year, the Pipers Weekend offers 2-hour long classes at a 
variety of levels in Scottish smallpipes, border pipes, Northum-
brian small pipes, Irish uilleann pipes, flute & whistle, and piper-
friendly repertoire for mixed-instruments in a variety of styles.  

Evening Activities: A Friday night round-robin (introductions, 
show and tell, and open mike)  is followed by sessions in 3 dif-
ferent repertoires.   Saturday nightôs  showcase concert is fol-
lowed by late night jams in the student center and local pubs.   

*Repertoire Classes: Open to mixed instruments, students must 
have the ability to learn music by ear.  Pieces will be chosen at 
several tempos, so there should be something accessible to 
most playing levels during the 2 hour class. Repertoire classes 
will be tailored to our registered students interests and in friendly 
keys for the style of pipes the teacher is focusing on. Please sign 
up early to help instructors to select suitable repertoire! 

Lessons:  Teachers are asked to allow time to teach up to 4 half-
hour private lessons during the weekend (schedule has long 
breaks to accommodate some of these).  These will be assigned 
on a first-come, first-served basis to students, who will pay their 
teacher directly ($35/half hour lesson) at the lesson.  Sign up 
early to secure your spot.  We will schedule the lessons, based 
upon each teacherôs comfort and responsibilities. 

Mini Classes: Students are invited to share their knowledge with 
others in a mini class setting.  These have been in a variety of 
areas including repertoire, hand skills (things like reed making), 
and non music related topicsé (history, culture, etc). Itôs a great 
way to get to know other students.  These classes are offered 
during the two hour lunch break and after the afternoon classes 
on Saturday. 

Rental Instruments: High quality Border and Scottish Smallpipes 

 Notes on Weekend Classes, Sessions, Concerts, and more  

provided by Robert Felsberg will be available for the weekend 
for a $40/weekend fee.  Advance reservation is needed. Call for 
more information and to reserve a set.   

Maintenance Clinic: Friday Afternoon Scottish Smallpipe 
Maintenance Class will be offered by Robert Felsburg. Get your 
pipes in great working order for the weekend.  A $25 fee will be 
charged for the afternoon workshop.  Time length will be deter-
mined by advance sign-up.  This class may take place off cam-
pus to ease parking issues on campus. 

Monday Classes on Pibroch with Nick Hudson.  The morning 
class, will focus on repertoire, using chanters, smallpipes, or 
singing to learn the melody.  The afternoon class will finish up 
any additional repertoire and be followed by a master class 
where students can perform pieces that they are working on for 
feedback and discussion. $50/session, $75 for both. 

http://upmw.smad.us/squeezethebag/
http://www.robertfelsburg.com/paintings-1/10
http://www.thequietpiper.com/


Application Form: Send one form per person please!  

Name:_______________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________ 

City:__________________ State:______ Zip________ 

Phone: (home) ____________(work)_____________ 

Email address:________________________________ 

I play these Instruments/level____________________ 

____________________________________________ 
Class Choices:   List teacher preference for each time slot: 

Class 1_______________________________________ 

Class 2_______________________________________ 

Class 3_______________________________________ 

Class 4_______________________________________ 

Lesson Requested with: ____________________________ 
       Pay $35/half hour (cash preferred) at lesson, directly to instructor. 

Tuition and Fees 
_______ Full 2 Day Workshop Session ($195)  
                               ($160 if paid in FULL by Dec. 1) or 

                               Non-refundable Deposit $35 (holds your space until Dec 20) 
    
 

_______ Tuition for Saturday only ($120)  Sunday only ($95) 
                  (Saturday is $100 if paid in FULL by Dec. 1, Sunday is $75) 

_______ Single Group class ($50)  

                Weekend Pipe Rental ($40)  

                Friday Afternoon Class/Clinic ($25) 

     Monday ($50/session (am or pm), $75 all day) 
       

_______ Extra Concert tickets $20 adult, $18 senior, $10 student 
 

_______ Lunches ($15 each) ____Saturday  
 

 

______ Optional Donation to the Scholarship Fund 
     Upper Potomac is a tax-exempt charitable organization.    
 

______ Grand Total Enclosed or ____Invoice by PayPal 

Upper Potomac Pipers Weekend      P.O. Box 1474 Shepherdstown, WV  25443    (304) 263-2531      upperpotomac@gmail.com 

Lodging Information 
   For your convenience, we have reserved a block of 20 rooms at a discount at each of two 

local hotels.  These rooms will be held until December 17 at the price listed below.  You must 

say you are booking for Upper Potomac to receive the discount, however other discounts 

(govt., AARP, etc.) if they apply, may be larger.  The cost is per room and rooms may be 

shared. 

Clarion Hotel @ $99/night plus 12% tax. (304) 876-7000 

Comfort Inn @ $84/night plus 12% tax.  (304) 876-3160 

Catered Lunch 
   We have arranged for a catered lunch on Saturday to enable us all to have a meal together.  

You must reserve (and pay) in advance to participate as the caterer requires exact numbers.  

The lunches are $15 each.  On Sunday, many of us plan to have a group lunch offsite. 

Program Tuition Fees  
   A weekend tuition fee of $195 covers all program events including the evening con-
cert, sessions and 8 hours of instruction in classes and workshops. Partial weekend 

tuition options are also available.  For partial weekend fees, see the application form.   

Early Bird Discount for Students attending workshops! 

Full weekend $160 before 12/1 or Saturday only $100 before 12/1. 

Tuition Scholarship Opportunities 
 Two $100 performance scholarships are available to advanced students who are will-
ing to come early and perform in a school, hospital or nursing home to expand the 

reach of the festival.   

A $50 scholarship is offered for students offering a useful mini-class. 

Housing Scholarship Opportunities 
 We have a few housing scholarships available in the homes of local residents who are 
friends of the festival.  Scholars work several hours during the festival.  
 

Please call or email the festival by December 1 if you are interested in one of these scholar-

ships. 

Cancellation Policy:  
    If you cancel before December 15, we can refund all but your deposit. After De-

cember 15, we will refund half, after January 1 we keep the entire tuition.      

    Students canceling after December 15 due to unavoidable circumstances may send 

written documentation of their reason for canceling and request a partial refund.   

Phone cancellations must be followed by written notice of cancellation. These re-

quests will be considered following the end of the program. 

   If our entire program is cancelled due to extreme weather conditions, your entire 

tuition will be refunded.  If we run a program, there will be no refunds available. 
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Upper  
Potomac  
Pipers  

Weekend  

 

Classes, concerts and sessions for 
players of  bellows -blown bagpipes, 
flute, and mixed instruments.   

In historic  
Shepherdstown, West Virginia  

 

Featuring  
 
 

�-�H�U�U�\���2�Ù�6�X�O�O�L�Y�D�Q Chris Norman  
Nick Hudson     Tim Cummings  
Dick Hensold   Iain MacHarg      
and more...  
And our host piper:      Bob Mitchell  

  

On the web at upperpotomacmusic.info  
 

Upper Potomac Pipers Weekend  
PO Box 1474, Shepherdstown, WV   25443  

(304) 263 -2531    
upperpotomac@gmail.com  

 

January 18 -20, 2019 
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