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Featured Staff:  

If dance hall floors could talk, Joe 
DeZarn would have a lot to answer for. 
Dancers have been inspired by his fid-
dle music at ceilis, contras and feisean-
na for decades. Joe is a warm and en-
thusiastic teacher. His Irish fiddle clas-
ses are favorites for years at our annual 
Fiddle Summit, as well as at our region-
al CCE branch’s MAD Week. Prepare 

for a fun and 
empowering 
stretch on your 
musical path.  

Multi-instrumentalist, Rachel Eddy 
has had a life steeped the old-time 
music of Appalachia.  Recently re-
turned from a 5 year stint in Sweden, 
she is now travelling between Pitts-
burgh, Morgantown, and the Washing-
ton, DC area to teach and perform 
with a variety of artists including the 
Early 
Mays, 

and Ken and Brad Kolodner.  
She has numerous recordings to 
her credit Including her solo re-
cording, “Nothin’ but Corn.”  A 
favorite of jam sessions wherev-
er she goes, she is sure to keep 
our jam scene hopping! 

Pascal Gemme has a degree 
from St-Laurent College 
(Montreal) in arranging and clas-
sical/jazz guitar, but he has 

since been searching for seldom-heard songs and melodies, in-
terpreting them in his unique and unmistakable style. Originally 
inspired by his fiddling grandfather, he has played with (and 
learned from), most of today’s great Quebecois fiddlers and sing-
ers.  A fantastic performer and an enthusiastic teacher, he tours 
internationally  solo, and with the French Canadian group, Genti-
corum and teaches at many festivals and camps throughout 
Canada and the US. 

Multi-Genre violinist/fiddler Seán Heely is rapidly emerging as 
one of the most creatively versatile 
and captivating young artists of his 
generation. Seán is equally at home 
with a large variety of musical gen-
res which include: Classical, Scot-
tish, Irish, Bluegrass, and Gypsy 
Swing. He is a Scottish Fiddle Na-
tional Champion as well as an 
award winning Irish Fiddler and has 
given workshops and classes at  
numerous camps and is a 2019 Art-
ist in Residence at Strathmore.  He 
plays locally with the bands Skylark 

and Glencoe Lads.   

Fiddler Jaige Trudel takes her 
inspiration from the traditional influ-
ences of her French, Irish and 
American heritage, and has been 
performing and giving workshops 
internationally since 2001. She co-
founded and toured extensively 
with the band Crowfoot, and in re-
cent years has maintained a busy 
schedule with her group, Maivish — 
known for their uplifting, danceable 
arrangements of both contra and English dance music. Jaige is a 
certified teacher of the Alexander Technique  and specializes in 

https://racheleddymusic.com/
https://pascalgemme.com/english-1/biographies-1/pascal-gemme/
https://www.seanheely.com/
https://www.jaige.com/music-1
http://www.maivish.com/
https://www.jaige.com/alexander-technique
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working with musicians, dancers 
and artists.  

Adam Broome was born and 
raised in rural England, to a life 
full of music, theatre and dance. 
Inspired by the folk scene in the 
mid-seventies he began to devel-
op his own approach to DADGAD 
guitar and cittern technique. He 
performs full-time and teaches 
workshops on accompaniment 
and English traditional singing 
throughout North America and 
abroad. A founding member of 
the band Crowfoot, his unique playing style, instinctual sensibili-
ties and compositions contribute to the sound of his current en-
semble, Maivish.  

Baltimore-based clawhammer 

banjoist Brad Kolodner  rep-
resents the next generation of 
Old-Time musicians pushing 
the boundaries of the tradition 
into uncharted territory. Re-
garded for his delicate touch, 
expressive style, and original 
compositions, Kolodner has 
rapidly gained national atten-
tion for his unique approach to 
the banjo at just 26 years of 
age. Awarded the 2016 IBMA 
Momentum Award for Industry 
Involvement, Kolodner is help-
ing to lead the charge as a per-
former, teacher, DJ for 
WAMU’s Bluegrass Country, 

jam leader, community builder 
and ambassador for Old-Time 
music. He regularly performs 
across the country in a duo with 
his father Ken Kolodner, a world 
renowned hammered dulcimer 
player and with the acoustic roots 
quartet Charm City Junction.  

Ken Kolodner is widely recog-
nized as one of "one of today's 
most accomplished, musical 
hammered dulcimer artists and a 
fine old-time fiddler. As a soloist 
and in ensembles with Helicon 
(with Chris Norman and Robin 

Bullock), Greenfire (with Laura Risk), with fiddlers Elke Baker, 
Jim Eagan, his son Bradley , and many others, Ken has per-
formed for more than 30 years. He is known for his expansive 
and improvisational style and creative backup playing on the 
hammered dulcimer. Ken has taught at music camps and festi-
vals around the U.S, in addition to his own highly popular Sand-

http://www.maivish.com/bios/adam-broome/
http://www.maivish.com/
http://www.bradkolodner.com/
http://kenkolodner.com
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Weekend Schedule 
Friday, January 4 

    8:00pm Showcase Concert (open to the public) 

          at Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church  
           followed by reception and jam sessions. 

Saturday, January 5    

    9:00-10:00:Arrival and Check In at Shepherd Student Center 

    10-12 Noon  Class 1* 
    12:00-2:00 Lunch  
 (catered lunch in Student Center)  
 Jamming encouraged during the break 

     2:00-4:30 Class 2* 

     5:00-6:00 Dance Band rehearsal, Mini-Classes & Jams 

     6:00-8:00 Dinner   

     8:00 Contra Dance called by Janine Smith 

            at the Shepherdstown War Memorial Building  

 with the weekend Open Band led by instructors  

        8:30-10 PM  Slow Jam  

        9-11PM  Oldtime and Celtic Sessions in Student Center 

Sunday, January 6 

     9:30-12:00: Class 3* 

    12:00-1:30: Lunch (Last chance shopping. Store closes at 2PM) 

  1:30– 3:30: Class 4* 

Class Sessions: Each session is of equal length during the weekend,  

Classes may be described more fully on web page.  
*Classes in red type indicate instruments other than fiddle are welcome! 
 

Class 1: Saturday 10am-12noon 

 Beg. + Intro to Fiddle Styles (Joe DeZarn) 
 All levels Old Time tunes from West Virginia (Rachel Eddy)  
 Adv. Beg.-Int. Slow Airs (Sean Heely) 
 Int.-Adv.  The Groove in Quebecois Fiddle (Pascal Gemme)   
 Int.-Adv. New England Dance Band (Jaige & Adam) 
 Int.-Adv. Beyond Bum-Ditty on the Banjo (Brad Kolodner)  
 Adv Beg– Int. Hammered Dulcimer Accompaniment (Ken). 
 

Class 2: Saturday 2pm-4:30pm  
  Beg. + Intro to Fiddle Styles (Joe DeZarn) 
  Adv. Beg-Int. Join the Jam (ear training!) (Brad Kolodner)   
  Adv. Beg– Int.  Intro to French Canadian Fiddle (Pascal Gemme)  
  Int.- Adv.  Finer Points of Old Time Fiddle (Rachel Eddy) 
  Int.– Adv. Tunes from Donnegal (Sean)   
  Int.-Adv. New England Dance Band (Jaige & Adam) 
  Adv Beg– Int. Hammered Dulcimer Accompaniment (Ken). 
 

Class 3: Sunday 10am-12noon 
  Adv. Beg-Int. Intro to Irish Fiddle (Joe DeZarn) 
  Adv. Beg.-Int.  Old Time Fiddle (Rachel Eddy) 
  All Levels.  Fiddle Technique with Ease and Accuracy (Jaige) 
  Int.– Adv. Reel it In! Scottish and Irish Reels (Sean) 
  Int. Quebecois Repertoire (Pascal Gemme) 
  Int. Banjo and Fiddle Duets (Brad Kolodner),  
  Int.-Adv. DADGAD Guitar (Adam) 
  Adv Beg– Int. Hammered Dulcimer Accompaniment (Ken). 
   

Class 4: Sunday 2:00 pm-4:00pm 

  All Levels  Old Time Favorites for All (Ken) 
  All levels  French Canadian Foot tapping (Pascal)  
  Int.–Adv. Strathspeys from Scotland and Cape Breton(Sean Heely) 
  Int. Art of Bowing Appalachian Style (Rachel Eddy) 
  Int.–Adv. Irish Fiddle In-depth (Joe DeZarn) 
  Int.-Adv. Fiddle Tunes on the Banjo (Brad) 
  Int.-Adv.  Playing for English Dance Band  (Jaige & Adam) 
 

All Day Saturday Classes: 
Accompaniment Styles on Hammered Dulcimer will explore chord pat-
terns, back-up techniques and arranging tricks for backing up fiddle tunes on 
the hammered dulcimer. (Ken Kolodner) 

Building a Mighty Fiddle Foundation The course will help participants be 
efficient, effective and confident learners, and to enjoy the main groove of 
playing traditional music.  It will include helpful tips on mechanics, techniques, 
and resources, as well as lots of individual coaching and feedback, while 
learning some great tunes along the way. (Joe DeZarn)   



Fiddle Retreat  P.O. Box 1474  Shepherdstown, WV   25443     Registration Form (please send one form per person!) 

Lodging Information 
   For your convenience, we have reserved a block of 20 rooms at a discount at each 
of two local hotels.  These rooms will be held until December 15 at the price listed 
below.  You must say you are booking for Upper Potomac to receive the discount, 
however other discounts (govt., AARP, etc.) if they apply, may be larger.  The cost is 
per room and rooms may be shared. 
Clarion Hotel @ $99 /night plus 12% tax. (304) 876-7000 
Comfort Inn @ $84 /night plus 12% tax.  (304) 876-3160 
 

Catered Lunch 
   We have arranged for a catered lunch to enable us all to have a meal together.  You 
must reserve (and pay) in advance to participate as seating is limited.  The lunches 
are $15 each.   

Cancellation Policy:  
    If you cancel before December 1, we can refund all but your deposit. After 
January 1, all tuition is non-refundable.      
    Students canceling after December 15 due to unavoidable circumstances 
may send written documentation of their reason for canceling and request a 
partial refund.   Phone cancellations must be followed by written notice of 
cancellation. These requests will be considered following the end of the pro-
gram. 
   If our entire program is cancelled due to extreme weather conditions, your 
entire tuition will be refunded.   

Application Form: Send one form per person please!  

Name:_____________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________ 

City:______________________ State:_____ Zip __________ 

Phone: (home) ________________(cell)  ________________ 

Email address:_____________________________________ 

I play these Instruments/level_________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Class Choices:   List teacher preference for each time slot: 

Class 1___________________________________ 
Class 2___________________________________ 
Class 3___________________________________ 
Class 4___________________________________ 
*Classes will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis.  

Tuition and Fees 
_______ Full 2 Day Workshop Session ($185) 
                               ($160 if paid in FULL by Dec. 1) or 
                           Non-refundable Deposit $25 (holds your space until Dec 15) 

 

_______ Tuition for Saturday only ($110) 
                          ($90 if paid in FULL by Dec. 1) 

 

_______ Tuition for Sunday only ($85) 
                          ($70 if paid in FULL by Dec. 1) 

 

_______ Single Group class ($45)  
 
 

_______ Extra Concert tickets $20 adult, $18 senior, $10 student 
 

_______ Lunches ($15 each) ____Saturday  
 
 

______ Optional Donation to the Scholarship Fund 
     Upper Potomac is a tax-exempt charitable organization.    
 

______Total Enclosed or ____Invoice by PayPal 
            Make checks payable to UPPW.   

Program Tuition Fees  
   A weekend tuition fee of $185 covers all program events including the evening 
concert, sessions and 8 hours of instruction in classes and workshops. Partial 
weekend tuition options are also available.  For partial weekend fees, see the ap-
plication form.   Early Bird Discount for Students attending workshops!   

Full weekend $185 or $160 before 12/1 or Saturday only $110 or $90 before 12/1. 

Tuition Scholarship Opportunities 
 Two $100 scholarships are available to advanced students who are willing to 
come early and perform in a school, hospital or nursing home to expand the 
reach of the festival.   

Housing Scholarship Opportunities 
 We have a few housing scholarships available in the homes of local residents 
who are friends of the festival.  Scholars work several hours during the festival 
in the areas of registration, room set up and clean up, concert box office and 
fest store.   No classes need be missed. 
Please call or email the festival by December 1 if you are interested in one of these 
scholarships. 
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UPPER POTOMAC 
FIDDLE RETREAT 

 

 

Workshops, Classes, Jams and 
a Contra Dance for Fiddlers  

and Those Who Play with Them         

 
FEATURED STAFF:          

Joe DeZarn    Rachel Eddy 
Pascal Gemme    Sean Heeley 
Jaige Trudel             Adam Broome  
Bradley Kolodner           Ken Kolodner 
  
 
 

On the campus of Shepherd University 
In Historic Shepherdstown, 

 West Virginia  

 
 

For information call (304) 263-2531  

Or email: upperpotomac@gmail.com 

 
 

See our web site at: upperpotomacmusic.info 

*  Fiddle Retreat  * 
January 4-6, 2019 

 


